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TAGS: PFOR, IZ, FR 

SUBJECT: REASSIGNMENT OF FRENCH AMBASSADOR 

1. FRENCH AMBASSADOR PIERRE CERLES IS DEPARTING MAY 1 
AFTER FIVE HIGHLY SUCCESSFUL YEARS IN BAGHDAD. HE IS 
SCHEDULED TO REPLACE DE COMMINES AS CHIEF OF NORTH 
AFRICAN AND NEAR EAST DEPT IN QAI. HE TOLD ME 

HE WAS OFFERED BELGRADE BUT TURNED IT DOWN AS LACKING 
CHALLENGE. 

2. CERLES IS HIGHLY REGARDED BY DIPLOMATIC COLLEAGUES 
FOR HIS DEPTH OF KNOWLEDGE AND INTELLECT. HE WAS 
VERY CAUTIOUS WITH WHOM HE SHARED INFOR- 
MATION, ALWAYS FEARING THAT HE WOULD BE QUOTED AND IT 
WOULD GET BACK TO IRAQI AUTHORITIES AND UNDERCUT HIS 
MISSION. HE WAS PARTICULARLY CRITICAL OF SEVERAL ARAB 
AMBASSADORS WHO ENJOYED QUOTING HIM. ON MANY OCCASIONS 
HE FAILED TO INFORM HIS EEC COLLEAGUES OF IMPORTANT EVENTS 
IN ADVANCE, MOST RECENTLY ABOUT SADDAM HUSSEIN'S 

ONE DAY TRIP TO PARIS ENROUTE TO THE OPEC SUMMIT. THIS 
EARNED HIM CONSIDERABLE RESENTMENT, BUT WELL ILLUSTRATES 
ESSENTIALLY LONE WOLF ROLE FRANCE HAS PLAYED HERE 
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MANY ECONOMIC PROJECTS AS IT COULD WITH NO COORDI- 
NATION WITH EEC COUNTRIES AND SOMETIMES AT THEIR EXPENSE. 
ITALIANS IN PARTICULAR HAVE RESENTED FRENCH AGGRESSIVE 
SELF-INTERESTEDNESS. FRENCH POLICY BECAME NOTABLY MORE 
AGGRESSIVE IN WAKE OF OIL CRISIS. CERLES HIMSELF RARELY 
GOT INVOLVED IN DETAILS OF ECONOMIC PROJECTS. 

3. ALL OF CERLES PREVIOUS POSTS (MOSCOW, PEKING, NATO) 

HAVE GIVEN HIM WORLD VIEW OF DIPLOMACY AND BAGHDAD 
WAS FIRST POST IN WHICH HE CONCENTRATED ON ONE 
COUNTRY. IT WAS ALSO HIS FIRST POST IN MIDDLE EAST. 

HE THINKS IN GLOBAL CONCEPTS IN WHICH STRONG WESTERN WORLD 
IS A NECESSITY. THERE IS NO DOUBT HOWEVER, THAT SINCE 
CHIRAC VISIT IN DECEMBER HE BECAME NOTICEABLY MORE MILI- 
TANTLY FRENCH ORIENTED. 

4. CERLES IS BACHELOR. THERE ARE RUMORS OF A SHORT 
UNHAPPY MARRIAGE DURING HIS TOUR IN PEKING. HIS WORK 
IS HIS LIFE AND HE APPEARS TO BE INTERESTED IN LITTLE ELSE. 

NO MATTER WHAT THE OCCASION, HE TENDS TO CORNER SOMEONE 
FOR AN EXCHANGE OF CONFIDENCES. HE WAS PARTLY EDUCATED 
IN ENGLAND AND SEEMS TO HAVE UNCHARACTERISTIC LIKING 
FOR BRITISH AND AMERICAN DIPLOMATS. THIS. PLUS HIS WORLD 
VIEW. SUGGESTS THAT HE WOULD RESPOND WELL TO SPECIAL 
ATTENTION FROM AMERICAN OFFICIALS IN PARIS AND WASH 
INGTON IN HIS NEW POSITION. 
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